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Sermon Text

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)

God Wants to Come Close to You

"That I myself may be in them" (John 17:26). These were the
final words of Jesus' last recorded prayer, and they express His
desire to be in us. I like the way the late Reverend Robb French
said it:

"Adam and Eve had the privilege of walking with God in the
cool of the day. That was wonderful. But God said, 'l want to
come closer than that.'

"God came down on Mt. Sinai and invited Moses to enter into
His very presence. There in that awesome majesty, God revealed
His law. That was wonderful. But God said, 'l want to come
closer than that. I want to enter into intimate fellowship with
humanity.'

"So He commanded Moses to build a Tabernacle. And in the
Tabernacle He placed the ark and the mercy seat. Then God
came down. The Talmud claims that a pale blue light hovered
over the mercy seat. God dwelt in the Holy of Holies in the
Tabernacle. But God said, 'l want to come closer than that.'

"Again God came down. This time in the form of human flesh.
He was born as a babe and dwelt among us. He suffered and
died for us, and yet amazingly, God said, 'l want to come closer
than that.’

"'If you will tarry in the upper room, I will come down and
move inside of you.' That is almost too sacred to talk about!
What wonder! The triune God, in the person of the Holy Ghost,
dwelling in this unworthy temple of mine!"

Dear Jesus, I pray for the fulfillment of Your prayer to indwell
Your people so the world will see You.

"[ pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world
may believe that you have sent me" (John 17:20, 21 NIV).

—Aletha Hinthorn. Used by permission.

are the works
of the LORD,
studied

by all who
delight in them.

God, who declarest thy almighty power most chiefly in showing
mercy and pity, give unto us abundantly thy grace, that we,
running to thy promises, may be made partakers of thy heavenly
treasure, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

—BCP
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We are brothers and sisters in Christ, so we welcome one another with
sincerity, kindness and love. Let us praise the Lord together on this
beautiful morning!

Call to Worship
Praise the Lord! Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart.
We rejoice over God’s many blessings to us.
Great are the works of the Lord.
We delight in studying them.
He has redeemed us and made us His people; He will honor His
promise forever.
Holy and awesome is His name.
Let us worship Him together in the splendor of His holiness.
—from Psalms 111 and 96

Announcements
» August 21 - Conference-Wide Day of Prayer and Fasting.
In the spirit of the conference emphasis on increased prayer, the
church will be open at noon for a special prayer time. That night
(Friday-Saturday) is also the Central Zone All-Night of Prayer. Our
church’s assigned time is Saturday morning 4-6 a.m.
« The deadline for the school supplies donations is August 30.

We so appreciated the creative ministry of Clarissa and Joseph Krohn
(Mr. and Mrs. K) in our VBS this week!
A big Thank You is in order for all those who assisted. Mrs. Vosburgh
and Mrs. Ford did a superb job with the crafts; Activities Director
Pastor Owens was aided by Ethan Ford and Jack Skaggs; Sydnie Ford
and Lavinia Vosburgh lent a hand especially with the younger group;
Bobbie Bates, Bunnie Bates, Merylin Ellis and Cathy Posson
collaborated on the snacks and helped with the crafts. Special thanks is
given to Rachel Owens, not only as prayer coordinator, but also as
general back-up assistant and hospitality associate in the parsonage.
SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.
— FRIDAY: Women's Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Requests

« This week we are praying specifically for our sister church at
Canandaigua, New York. Aaron Lambeth is the pastor.

« Continue to pray for:

* Special requests for those on our hearts, especially the
Mincer family, B. Schenck, Arthur, Leslie, and Billy.

* Christians in danger all over the world. Pray for the
families of those who have been martyred recently.

* The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with
hungry hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.

» Missionaries: the Blackcalfs, B. Fay, the Flings, the Kisers,
the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses, R. Moulton, the D.
Shermans, J. Sherman; and the Himelicks and others at
VICM.

* Our young people

* Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

» Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.

* Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may
make righteous choices.

« Pray for these physical need requests:

* Bill Ford, Matt, Jackson, Stephen Mills (Cincinnati), Barb
Johnsen, Charles Heckman, Wanda Knapp, Paulette Fay, Don
Decker, J. Morford, Cathy P., Regina Ford, Robert Ford,
Richard R., Mark V., Kathy M., Doug Canfield, Jim Marquit,
Robert Owens, Mike F., Duane and Dorothea Maxey.

o Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of
hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

oT Nehemiah 11:1-12:26  Nehemiah 12:27-13:31 Esther 1:1-3:15 Esther 4:1-7:10
NT 1 Corinthians 10:14-33 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 1 Corinthians 12:1-26
PSA  Psalm 34:11-22 Psalm 35:1-16 Psalm 35:17-28 Psalm 36:1-12

PROV Proverbs 16 Proverbs 17 Proverbs 18 Proverbs 19
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Esther 8:1-10:3 Job 1:1-3:26 Job 4:1-7:21 Job 8:1-11:20

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 1 Corinthians 14:1-17 1 Corinthians 14:18-40 1 Corinthians 15:1-28
Psalm 37:1-11 Psalm 37:12-29 Psalm 37:30-40 Psalm 38:1-22
Proverbs 20 Proverbs 21 Proverbs 22 Proverbs 23
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