Notes:

Sermon Text

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)

Reading the Christmas Story
Brings a Fresh Revelation Each Year

[ have read the Christmas story many times over the years, and
each time, God reveals something new. Throughout the Bible,

there are two references to Mary pondering something in her heart.

[ imagine she was in quite a quandary over the news that she was
expecting. When our “normal” is interrupted, whether good or
bad, that causes us to ponder deeply our circumstances. What does
ponder mean? I always think of sleepless nights—tossing and
turning, trying to solve things in my mind. I flip pillows, switch
from side to side, check the clock, and sometimes get up and go to
my favorite chair. Well, maybe this is considered fretting.

Pondering is a profound consideration of things that are deep in
our souls. It is an analysis of all the facts and how it affects us
personally. In Mary’s situation, she was carrying the Savior. How
do you begin to ponder that? To be chosen for this royal
appointment is an enormous calling, and yet, in her time, it was
met with great concern. What will people think? How will Joseph
react? Will I become an outcast or be removed from my family?

This is often how we approach surprising circumstances in our
lives. When things happen unexpectedly, our default might be
creating a laundry list of worries. But, let’s ponder this instead:
There is a divine plan for our lives, and that truth never changes,
even when circumstances do.

The little baby that broke the silence in the night changed
everything. And he still does today. I love Christmas Eve because
it makes me stop and reflect on the life-changing event that
occurred thousands of years ago in a humble stable to a young girl
who was chosen by God. It changed my life, and for this, I
celebrate the beautiful season of Christmas with great

gratitude. Merry Christmas, dear friends!

—Phyllis Hoffman DePiano Decmember 18, 2018
Used by permission
Phyllis Hoffman DePiano is the founder and president of Hoffman Media
(www.hoffmanmedia.com), publisher of eleven magazines, including Victoria,
TeaTime, Classic Sewing, and Southern Lady
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December 30, 2018
Christmastide

On this Sunday after Christmas, we kneel before our newborn King with
awe and honor. Welcome!

Call to Worship

Praise the Lord, all the earth, from the highest heights to the
deepest depths!

Let everything sing and shout praise to the Creator!
Praise the Lord, all the heavens and starry host!

All throughout the universe may praise to God abound!
Come, let us joyfully praise God!

Let us live our praise in deeds of loving kindness.

PRAISE THE LORD!

Announcements
» January 1 - New Year’s Day
 January 6 - Epiphany; Communion Sunday
* January 18-20 - Midwinter Youth Convention at Pineview
Community Church in Albany
* January 18-19 - All Night of Prayer. Our assignment is 2-4 a.m.
* January 20 - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday

A big Thank-you from the Pastor's family for all the generous gifts and good

wishes expressed during this season!

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.
— FRIDAY: Women's Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

ALMIGHTY God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate
Word: Grant that the same light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in
our lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.—BCP

Prayer Requests

« This week we are praying specifically for our sister church in Massena,
NY. Pastor Timothy Montgomery’s father went to be with the Lord the
Friday before Christmas. The funeral was this past Thursday. Remember to
lift up the Montgomery family during this time of grief.

« Pray for the pulling down of the strongholds of evil. (Il Corinthians 10:4)

» Continue to pray for:

* Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Pam, Byron S.,
Keith A., Rowan S., and Steven H.

* Christians in danger all over the world.

* The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with hungry
hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.

» Missionaries: Nichole Barr, the Blackcalfs, the Billses, B. Fay, the
Davises, the Himelicks, the Millses, R. Moulton, the D. Shermans, J.
Sherman, and the T. Shermans.

* Our young people — schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions

* Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

» Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.

* Qur President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make
righteous choices.

« Pray for these physical need requests:
 David Fellencer, Joyce Walter, Jacob, Pat and Marie Rooney, Charles
and Thelma Heckman, Elaine Bates, Greg Davis, Paulette Fay, Duane
and Dorothea Maxey.
« From Early Woodland:
* Joyce, Jim, Todd, Loren, Renee, David, Ray.
o Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, or would
like a home visit.

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
oT Malachi 1:1-2:17 Malachi 3:1-4:6 Genesis 1:1-2:25 Genesis 3:1-4:26
NT Revelation 21:1-27 Revelation 22:1-21 Matthew 1:1-2:12 Matthew 2:13-3:6
PSA  Psalm 149:1-9 Psalm 150:1-6 Psalm 1:1-6 Psalm 2:1-12
PROV Proverbs 31:10-24 Proverbs 31:25-31 Proverbs 1:1-6 Proverbs 1:7-9
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Genesis 5:1-7:24 Genesis 8:1-10:32 Genesis 11:1-13:4 Genesis 13:5-15:21
Matthew 3:7-4:11 Matthew 4:12-25 Matthew 5:1-26 Matthew 5:27-48
Psalm 3:1-8 Psalm 4:1-8 Psalm 5:1-12 Psalm 6:1-10
Proverbs 1:10-19 Proverbs 1:20-23 Proverbs 1:24-28 Proverbs 1:29-33

Join us in reading the Bible all the way through again this year!

Notes:

Other announcements
& prayer requests




