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Sermon Text 
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Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)
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I do not believe that the Bible teaches the possibility of communication 
between the saints on earth and those in heaven. We Protestants do not 
believe (since the Bible does not teach) that the saints who have gone into 
heaven before us are in any way affected by the prayers or labors of saints 
who remain on earth.
But while there cannot be communication, there most surely can be 
communion. Death does not tear the individual believer from his place in 
the Body of Christ. As in our human bodies each member is nourished by 
the same blood which at once gives life and unity to the entire organism, so 
in the Body of Christ the quickening Spirit flowing through every part 
gives life and unity to the whole. Our Christian brethren who have gone 
from our sight retain still their place in the universal fellowship. The 
Church is one, whether waking or sleeping, by a unity of life forevermore.
The most important thing about the doctrine of the communion of saints is 
its practical effects on the lives of Christians. We know very little about the 
saints above, but about the saints on earth we know, or can know, a great 
deal.We all belong to each other; the spiritual welfare of each one is or 
should be the loving concern of all the rest.
We should pray for an enlargement of soul to receive into our hearts all of 
God's people, whatever their race, color or church affiliation. Then we 
should practice thinking of ourselves as members of the blessed family of 
God and should strive in prayer to love and appreciate everyone who is 
born of the Father.
I suggest also that we try to acquaint ourselves as far as possible with the 
good and saintly souls who lived before our times and now belong to the 
company of the redeemed in heaven. God in His providence has made it 
possible for us to enjoy the rich treasures of the minds and hearts of so 
many holy and gifted saints of other days. I have no doubt that the 
prayerful reading of some of the great spiritual classics of the centuries 
would destroy in us forever that constriction of soul which seems to be the 
earmark of modern evangelicalism.
Who is able to complete the roster of the saints? To them we owe a debt of 
gratitude too great to comprehend: prophet and apostle, martyr and 
reformer, scholar and translator, hymnist and composer, teacher and 
evangelist, not to mention ten thousand times ten thousand simplehearted 
and anonymous souls who kept the flame of pure religion alive even in 
those times when the faith of our fathers was burning but dimly all over  
the world.
They belong to us, all of them, and we belong to them. They and we and 
all redeemed men and women of whatever age or clime are included in the 
universal fellowship of Christ, and together compose "a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people," who enjoy a common but blessed 
communion of saints.
Excerpted from A.W. Tozer - Man, The Dwelling Place of God , “The Communion of 
Saints”, published 1966

The Church— spread out through all time and space and 
rooted in eternity, terrible as an army with banners. —C.S. Lewis

There is a scene where spirits blend,
Where friend holds fellowship with friend;
Though sundered far, by faith they meet
Around one common mercy seat.

There is a scene where spirits blend,
Where friend holds fellowship with friend;
Though sundered far, by faith they meet
Around one common mercy seat.
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Welcome one and all! “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!”  We are 
breathing! Joyfully let us unite in praising Almighty God. Rejoice, friends. 
Rejoice!

Prayer Requests
• This week remember especially to pray for our sister church in Haverhill, 

Massachusetts. Pastor Josh Withe and his wife Crystal have four children.
Ezekiel 14:12-16:41
Hebrews 7:18-28
Psalm 106:1-12
Proverbs 6

Ezekiel 16:42-17:24
Hebrews 8:1-13
Psalm 106:13-31
Proverbs 7

Ezekiel 18:1-19:14
Hebrews 9:1-10
Psalm 106:32-48
Proverbs 8

Ezekiel 20:1-49
Hebrews 9:11-28
Psalm 107:1-43
Proverbs 9

Ezekiel 10:1-11:25
Hebrews 6:1-20
Psalm 105:16-36
Proverbs 4

Ezekiel 12:1-14:11
Hebrews 7:1-17
Psalm 105:37-45
Proverbs 5

Ezekiel 7:1-9:11
Hebrews 5:1-14
Psalm 105:1-15
Proverbs 3

Ezekiel 3:16-6:14
Hebrews 4:1-16
Psalm 104:24-35
Proverbs 2
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Announcements
• The second offering this morning is the building maintenance fund offering.
• We will be celebrating communion this morning.
• Tonight - choir practice after service.
• November 11-13 - Interchurch Holiness Convention (IHC) in Schenectady. 
• November 15 - 10:00 a.m. - Shoebox packing
• November 16 - Shoeboxes Dedication
• November 21 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Amsterdam
• November 23 - Special Thanksgiving Service and Self-Denial Offering        

for Missions
• Thanks to all who contributed to the success of Friend Day last Sunday! 
• The Christmas Child collection box is in the foyer for shoebox items. 

Handmade items are welcome. Expiration dates on consumables should be 
after September 2015. There is also a box for money donations. We would like to 
have the contributions for the Christmas Child shoeboxes in by Wednesday, 
November 12.

• Continue to pray for:
• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Chris, Geoffrey,  

and Shawn.
• Containment of  the Ebola virus.
• Christians in danger all over the world, especially in Russia, 

Ukraine, Syria, Iraq, and India.
• The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with 

hungry hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.
• Missionaries and Mission leaders: the Blackcalfs, B. Fay, 

Pasteur Duvoçois, the Kisers, the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the 
Millses, R. Moulton, the Mussers, the D. Shermans, J. Sherman; 
and the Himelicks and others at VICM.

• Our young people - schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Our armed services personnel.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.
• Pray for these physical need requests:

• Rosemary Snyder, Ethel, Ray Richmond, Barbara Johnsen, 
Cathy P., Donald Ford, Shirley O., Regina Ford, Richard R., 
Mark V., Kathy M., Doug Canfield, G. Bartholomew, Chris 
Polack, Jim Marquit, Charles & Thelma Heckman, B. & H. 
Komornick, Robert Owens, Inga, D. Durfee,  Mike F., Duane and 
Dorothea Maxey. 

• From Early Woodland:
• Ruth, Hazel, Renee, Harry C.

Thanks to everyone who had a part in the generous appreciation offering and 
lovely gift given to us for Pastor Appreciation. We are so grateful for all your  
kindnesses! —Pastor and Mrs. Owens

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Opening Words
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
By it the elders obtained a good report.
And they, having obtained a good report through faith, died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
And were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily    
beset us, 
And let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.
—from Hebrews 11, 12


