Alda is one of tens of thousands of Syrian children forced to flee their
homeland because of an outbreak of violence and now living in a refugee
camp in northern Iraq.

Recently, thousands of refugee children like Alda experienced great joy
packed inside ordinary shoeboxes. In late January, almost 70,000 Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts were airlifted from Charlotte, N.C., to be
distributed to Syrian refugee children.

As Alda dug through her box, a huge grin spread across her petite face.
Tucked inside, she found her brand new jump rope, and she quickly unfurled
it and began to jump in the bright afternoon sun.

Nearby, her 8-month-old sister, Elin, sucked on a brand new toothbrush. Her
sister Shahnaz, 3, hugged a stuffed animal. Her brother, Delshad, 10,
inspected a yo-yo and puzzle.

The delight was in sharp contrast to what they felt when they were forced to
leave their home in Syria six months ago.

The family fled with little more than the few articles of clothing that they
could carry. They left everything else behind—a restaurant, a house, toys,
belongings, an entire life.

Samaritan’s Purse was quick to send aid to the desperate people who were
given shelter at Kawergosk camp and Arbat camp near Sulaymaniyah. In
both camps, we distributed food, blankets, diapers, shoes, and warm winter
coats to people who faced the winter cold with little more protection from the
elements than the cloth and tarp of their tents.

The shoebox gifts were further evidence of God’s love to the children and
their families.

As Alda opened her box, all around the camp children could be found
opening shoeboxes of all different shapes and sizes.

Heyat Ali, 15, fled with her mother, three sisters, a mentally disabled brother,
and a nephew. Her father and five other brothers are still in Syria, waiting for
the border to open so they can join the family. As she opened her shoebox
gift on the peaceful afternoon nearly three months after their escape, her clear
brown eyes sparkled and dimples appeared on either side of her grin.

Mizgina lives with her husband and three sons on the outer edge of the camp.
She watched as her three sons opened their shoeboxes joyfully. “These gifts
mean that there are still people who care and want to make my children
happy,” she said.
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You are all children
of the light and of the day.

Gherefore encourage one another.

and build each other up.

- T Fhessalonians 5:5, 11
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Welcome, friends! As we worship the Lord, let us listen to the message

of the Savior. Let us grow closer to him and to one another. Truly let
us be the family of God.

Call to Worship
How shall we enter the house of the Lord?
With songs of great praise and rejoicing!
How shall we prepare ourselves to receive the blessings?
With hearts, minds, and spirits that are open to God.
Come, let us worship the Lord and bow down.
Let us offer our praise to God who has redeemed us.

Announcements
* Tonight - Christmas choir practice after service.

* November 21 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Amsterdam

* November 23 - Special Thanksgiving Service and Self-Denial
Offering for Missions

* November 27 - Thanksgiving

* November 30 - First Sunday of Advent

* December 13 - Afternoon - Caroling at the Farmers’ Museum
Candlelight Event. Time TBA

* December 17 - Community Caroling

* December 20 - 10:00 a.m. Sunday School Pageant Practice

* December 21 - 7:00 p.m. - Advent/Christmas Musical Concert

 Thanks to all who gathered yesterday to pack the shoeboxes, as well

as all those who gave money and materials. We thank the Lord for a
good number of boxes!

* The Missionary Christmas Fund collection box is in the foyer. Please
contribute as you are able, for gifts for our missionaries.

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.
— FRIDAY: Women's Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

oT Ezekiel 33:1-34:31

Prayer Requests

* This week remember especially to pray for our sister church in
Kingston, Ontario. Pastor and Mrs. Joseph Krohn have requested
prayer for the salvation of new families attending.

* Continue to pray for:

* Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Chris, Geoffrey,
and Shawn.

* Christians in danger all over the world, especially in Russia,
Ukraine, Syria, Iraq, and India.

* The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with
hungry hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.

» Missionaries and Mission leaders: the Blackcalfs, B. Fay, Pasteur
Duvocois, the Kisers, the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses, R.
Moulton, the Mussers, the D. Shermans, J. Sherman; and the
Himelicks and others at VICM.

* Our young people - schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions

* Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

* Safety and protection for our Armed Forces, especially for those
deployed.

* Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make
righteous choices.

* Pray for these physical need requests:

* Cathy P., Richard Dixon, Logan M., George B, Rosemary Snyder,
Ethel, Ray Richmond, Barbara Johnsen, Donald Ford, Shirley O.,
Regina Ford, Richard R., Mark V., Kathy M., Doug Canfield, G.
Bartholomew, Chris Polack, Jim Marquit, Charles & Thelma
Heckman, B. & H. Komornick, Robert Owens, D. Durfee, Mike F.,
Duane and Dorothea Maxey.

* From Early Woodland:
* Ruth, Hazel, Renee, Harry C.
Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization,
or would like a home visit.

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Ezekiel 35:1-36:38 Ezekiel 37:1-38:23 Ezekiel 39:1-40:27

NT Hebrews 13:1-25 James 1:1-18 James 1:19-2:17 James 2:18-3:18

PSA Psalm 115:1-18 Psalm 116:1-19 Psalm 117:1-2 Psalm 118:1-18

PROV Proverbs 16 Proverbs 17 Proverbs 18 Proverbs 19
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Ezekiel 40:28-41:26 Ezekiel 42:1-43:27
James 4:1-17 James 5:1-20 1 Peter 1:1-12 1 Peter 1:13-2:10
Psalm 118:19-29 Psalm 119:1-16 Psalm 119:17-32 Psalm 119:33-48
Proverbs 20 Proverbs 21 Proverbs 22 Proverbs 23

Ezekiel 44:1-45:12 Ezekiel 45:13-46:24



