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Sermon Text

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)

Socks...

Each Christmas, Operation Shoebox collects and sends over eight million
shoeboxes stuffed with small gifts such as candy, school supplies, small
toys, toothbrushes, soap, and shampoo to children across the world. In
Mexico, hundreds of boys and girls gathered at the church in a small
village, excitedly anticipating the arrival of their precious shoeboxes.

Delightful chaos erupted as bulging shoeboxes, wrapped in brightly colored
paper and ribbon were passed into the small, eager hands of each child.
Wrapping paper was hurriedly ripped into pieces and tossed aside, a smile
spreading across the face of each child as their long awaited Christmas
treasures were revealed. However, one little boy dissolved into tears as he
lifted the lid of his box and peered inside to see what he had received for
Christmas this year.

One of the Operation Shoebox volunteers spotted the little boy and
hurriedly made his way across the church to see what the problem could
possibly be. With the help of an interpreter, the volunteer asked the now
sobbing little boy, "What is wrong? What is in your box?" With tears
streaming down his face, the little boy said, "Socks!" The worker instantly
understood and assured the little boy that he could trade his box of socks
for another box that might have crayons, a toy or a piece of candy in it.

Alarm spread across the face of the child as he vigorously shook his head
and quickly jerked the box away from the now somewhat confused worker.
Clutching the shoebox to his chest, the boy began sobbing out an
explanation to the interpreter who listened for a few moments and then,
with tears spilling out of his own eyes, turned to the volunteer and said,
"You won't believe this!"

Taking a deep, steadying breath, the interpreter explained, "This little boy
has a rare skin condition with which he was born. It seems to affect his feet
more than any other spot on his body. The doctors have tried various
medications and treatments but finally told the little boy that nothing will
work and his feet will never heal unless he begins wearing cotton socks.
His parents cannot even afford food for this boy; much less provide socks
for their son. So, all year long, he has been praying for socks."

Socks were at the top of the little boy's prayer list. As a matter of fact, they
were his list. The mere sight of ordinary cotton socks brought tears to his
eyes as he stared in awe at the priceless gift in his hands - socks. You see,
they were more than just socks. They were the profound answer from our
extraordinary God to a child's simple prayer. One unknown and seemingly
insignificant boy in Mexico prayed. God heard him and said "Let me take
care of you."
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Remembering that we are brothers and sisters in the Lord, we welcome
each of you. May this worship service fill us all with confidence and
hope as we prepare for the week ahead.

Call to Worship
Let us give thanks to God for the land of our birth with all its
chartered liberties. For all the wonder of our country’s story:
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.
For leaders in nation and state, and for those who in days past and in
these present times have labored for the commonwealth:
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.
For those who in all times and places have been true and brave, and
in the world’s common ways have lived upright lives and ministered
to their fellows:
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.
For those who served their country in its hour of need, and especially
for those who gave even their lives in that service:
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.

Announcements

* Tonight - Christmas Choir practice after church

* Today we honor the men and women who have served in the armed
forces for the cause of freedom. We show our respect to those who
have served bravely.

* This week, instead of our usual Wednesday service, we will meet on
Thursday, November 15 at 7:00 PM for the Missions Self-Denial
Service with Conference Missions Secretary Ken Sickler.

* November 18 - Special Thanksgiving Service 11:00 AM. The annual
Self-Denial Offering for foreign missions will be received.

* November 25 - Conference President Case will be speaking in our
morning service.

* December 2 - First Sunday of Advent

* Thanks to all who gathered yesterday to pack the shoeboxes, as well as
all those who gave money and materials. We thank the Lord for a
record number of boxes!

* Visit our web site for the latest information and photos.

Prayer Requests
* This week remember especially to pray for our sister church in
Howard, Pennsylvania. At present there is no pastor.
* Pray for revival in our church and community.
* Continue to pray for:
* Special requests for neighbors, relatives, and friends on
our hearts, especially Leonard H., Rowan S., and
Annette F.
* Missionaries: B. Fay, C. Hostetler, the Hunters, the
Kisers, the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses , the
Mussers, the D. Shermans, the J. Shermans; and the
Himelicks and others at VICM.
 Our young people, those in school, at work, and those
who need jobs.
* Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
* Our armed services personnel.
* Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they
may make righteous choices.
* Pray for these physical need requests:
» Debbie, Jen, Mike Fuller, Marty Owens, Thelma
Heckman, Lillian Jamison, Dick Bunzey, Louise, Ed
Snyder, Kathy Moltzen, Claire Tolan, Mark Vosburgh,
Duane Maxey, Michael Wright, Clayton Jones.
* Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of
hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Sunday Monday Tuesday
oT Ezekiel 23:1-49 Ezekiel 24:1-26:21 Ezekiel 27:1-28:26

NT Hebrews 10:18-39 Hebrews 11:1-16 Hebrews 11:17-31

PSA Psalm 109:1-31 Psalm 110:1-7 Psalm 111:1-10

PROV  Proverbs 11 Proverbs 12 Proverbs 13

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Ezekiel 29:1-30:26 Ezekiel 31:1-32:32 Ezekiel 33:1-34:31 Ezekiel 35:1-36:38
Hebrews 11:32-12:13 Hebrews 12:14-29 Hebrews 13:1-25 James 1:1-18
Psalm 112:1-10 Psalm 113:1-114:8 Psalm 115:1-18 Psalm 116:1-19
Proverbs 14 Proverbs 15 Proverbs 16 Proverbs 17

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.  Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.
— FRIDAY: Women's Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Notes:

Other announcements
& prayer requests




