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Sermon Text

ISR
Subject Why Praise?
We might tend to think of our praises to God as
insignificant, not worth much--until we consider what
God did to gain them. God paid a high price for our
praises. He freely gave the precious blood of His own
Son for our praises. "In him we were also chosen...in
order that we...might be for the praise of his

glory" (Ephesians 1:11-12).

Could it be that the reason Scripture commands us to
praise more often than to pray is because God so
gloriously enjoys our praise?

The following is from a sermon by Samuel Fairclough
preached in 1650: "Now the Lord, who is of the most
perfect understanding, and deepest skill and knowledge,
declares himself to take infinite delight in his people's
praises. It is his solace and pleasure to be attended with
them, either in earth or in heaven, by men or angels; and
his soul is ravished with the thoughts and contemplation
of them."

Our praises give solace and pleasure to God and His soul
is delighted when we praise Him! Selah! (Pause and think
on that.)

Spiritual “To Do List”

. Dear Father, [ want to cultivate the habit of praising You,
(things God has shown me today)

not just to obey a command or to gain victory over the
enemy, but out of a desire to delight You.

"Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks" (John
4:23).
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On this Lord’s Day, we eagerly anticipate worshiping the loving Creator of
us all. As children of the living God, let us dwell in unity with one
another. Welcome to all!

Call To Worship

Praise the Lord! In the company of the saints above and beside
us, let us give thanks to the Lord our God!

Great are the works of the Lord, full of honor and majesty,
whose righteousness endures forever.

The Lord is gracious and merciful; the work of God’s hands are
faithful and just.

God’s covenant is established forever in truth and justice.
Our redemption is in the name of our Lord.

Holy and awesome is God’s name in all the earth!
—Based on Psalm 111

Announcements

e February 9 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Northville. =~ Speaker:
Joel Byer.

o February 11 - Ministerial Benevolence Fund Offering

o February 14 - First day of the pre-Easter season (the six
weeks leading up to Easter), commonly known as Lent.

e February 16-17 - All Night of Prayer. Our assignment is 8-10 p.m.

o The Winter Fellowship Dinner is planned for sometime the week
of February 19. Tentative date - Monday February 19.

» March 6-8 - Interchurch Holiness Outreach and Bus Convention at
Lebanon, Pennsylvania.

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.
— FRIDAY: Women's Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Requests

» This week we are praying specifically for our sister church in Northville,
NY. The pastor is Merle Hock.

« Pray for the pulling down of the strongholds of evil in our land.
(IT Corinthians 10:4)

« Continue to pray for:

* Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Byron.

 Christians in danger all over the world.

* The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with hungry
hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.

» Missionaries: Nichole Barr, the Blackcalfs, the Billses, B. Fay, the
Davises, the Flings, the Himelicks, the Mayles, the Millses, R. Moulton,
the D. Shermans, J. Sherman, and the T. Shermans.

* Our young people — schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions

* Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

» Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.

* Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make
righteous choices.

« Pray for these physical need requests:

* Major Lamont, Cathy Posson, Hilda, Avery, Stephen B., Tom Bowman,
Sophie Mills, Jenae P., the Moak family, Elaine Bates, Jen K., Tom S.,
Greg Davis, Paulette Fay, Mike F., Duane and Dorothea Maxey.

« From Early Woodland:
* Philip, Joyce, Jim, Mary Lou
o Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, or would
like a home visit.

Pray for the pulling down of the strongholds of evil in our land.
(1l Corinthians 10:4)

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

oT Exodus 5:22-7:25 Exodus 8:1-9:35 Exodus 10:1-12:13 Exodus 12:14-13:16
Matthew 20:29-21:22

NT Matthew 18:21-19:12  Matthew 19:13-30 Matthew 20:1-28
PSA  Psalm 23:1-6 Psalm 24:1-10 Psalm 25:1-15 Psalm 25:16-22

PROV Proverbs 5:22-23 Proverbs 6:1-5 Proverbs 6:6-11 Proverbs 6:12-15
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Exodus 13:17-15:18 Exodus 15:19-17:7 Exodus 17:8-19:15 Exodus 19:16-21:21
Matthew 21:23-46 Matthew 22:1-33 Matthew 22:34-23:12 Matthew 23:13-39

Psalm 26:1-12 Psalm 27:1-6 Psalm 27:7-14 Psalm 28:1-9
Proverbs 6:16-19 Proverbs 6:20-26 Proverbs 6:27-35 Proverbs 7:1-5

Notes:

Other announcements
& prayer requests




